UNDER   THE    FASCIST   YOKE

to speak out even more clearly.  The Popolo fltdia, after the
capture of Barcelona, said:

"National Spain has vanquished by force of arms. Spain is a
warrior nation returning to the warlike tradition of her historical
greatness. . . . National Spain, daughter of victory, coxnes for-
ward as an Imperial nation demanding of the modern world a
place in the sun. Franco's Spain therefore takes up her position
in the new Europe against the old Europe of London and Paris,
which had unjustly assigned her to the rank of secondary power."

And when the Italian troops left the Peninsula, the Telegrqfot
organ of the Ciano family, observed (June 8th, 1939):

"Spain must aspire to an important role in European politics,
and must attain the position which should be hers in virtue of
her warlike qualities. ... A national regime such as Franco's
cannot last if it does not satisfy the instinctive need for power and
grandeur."

In their campaign for the rebirth of an Imperial Spain, Berlin
and Rome did not preach to deaf ears. Studious and obedient
disciples, good apprentice dictators, the rebels followed to the
letter the example and suggestions of their master. From the
very outbreak of the rebellion, their watchword, or rather their
war-cry, had been, "For Catholicism and the Empire!" Catho-
licism, however, not being indispensable to a totalitarian regime^
was very quickly relegated to second place, while the Empire
became the chief aspiration of the rebels.

The Imperial watchword figured in the decree regarding the
structure of the sole party (August 4th, 1937} and in the twenty-
six points of the Traditionalist Phalanx programme, and since the
war it has become the rallying cry which resounds from end to
end of the "new.Spain." There is not a solemn ceremony, not an
official proclamation, not a ministerial speech which does not
contain this phrase: "The Empire." The "Leader" himself never
allows an occasion to pass for propagating this chief ideal of "his"
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